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riches are eligible on account of honour $ since those who
possess them wish to be honoured on their account. Con-
sequently to whomsoever even honour itself appears trifling^
to him all other things surely are so $ hence they also ap-
pear to be supercilious.

5. However successes seem to contribute to magnanimity j
for the nobly born are thought worthy of honour; as also
they who are in power, or are rich, for they are in a superior
state -, but every thing that has a superiority in any good Is
more honourable.    Hence such things as these render men
more magnanimous; for they are honoured by some.   But
in reality the good man alone is to be honoured; yet he who
possesses both these is thought more worthy of honour; hut
those who possess such goods without virtue, neither justly
think themselves worthy of great things, nor are properly
called magnanimous; for this cannot properly be without
perfect virtue.    But men who are supercilious and insolent,
and  possess these external goods,  become depraved $ for
without virtue it is not easy to bear successes with a good
grace -t now being not able to bear them, and fancying that
they are superior to other men, they despise them; yet act
themselves as chance directs; for they imitate the magna-
nimous, though they are unlike him, and  this they do in
whatever they are able.   They do not therefore perform ac-
tions suitable to virtue, but they despise others,

6. The magnanimous man justly despises others ; for he
has a correct opinion of things; but the multitude is right
or wrong by accident. Moreover he Is not apt to expose
himself to small dangers, nor is he a lover of danger, since
he thinks but few things to be of consequence; but he cqurts
great dangers; and when in the danger, he is prodigal of
life, as if life were altogether of no value, Aud be is always
inclined to do a kindness, but when he receives one, he is
ashamed; for the former is the part of a superior, the latter
of one who is surpassed. And he is apt to return more than
be received; for thus he, who began, will be his debtor, and
will be the person benefited. They seem moreover to re*